Cryopreservation of Red Blood Cells.
Glycerol and trehalose are widely used protective agents in the cryopreservation of red blood cells (RBCs). This chapter presents a protocol for use of these agents as cryoprotectants of RBCs, with post-thaw assessment of cell survival and cellular oxidative-reductive status. The main aim is to provide a framework for further studies aimed at improving RBC survival and function and to supply improved biomaterials for studies on RBC biochemistry, major operations, as well as those for urgent use in emergency room situations.